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REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR OF 



REPORT of the Registrar of Friendly Societies in Ireland , for the 
Year ending 31st December 1867, pursuant to 18 & 19 Viet. c. 63, s. 45. 



During the past year the Registrar has certified the rules of 17 sickness and 
burial societies, and 30 amendments to rules of similar societies ; also the rules 
of seven burial societies and five amendments of their rules, and the rules of 
two co-operative societies. 

No new building societies have been established ; two amendments to rules 
of those societies have been certified. The Registrar has refused to certify any 
new loan fund societies, but lias certified the amendments of three loan societies 
already established. He has received and registered 77 notices of trustees and 
40 notices of change in the place of meeting. One society has been dissolved, 
and the dissolution duly advertised in the “ Dublin Gazette ” ; and two societies 
have sent him notice of their illegal dissolution. One society has deposited 
its rules under the 44th section of 18 & 19 Viet, c 63. 

A Return was ordered by the House of Lords on 17th August 1867, from the 
trustees or secretaries of every friendly society legally established (of which the 
Registrar only became aware on reading the Report of the English Registrar of 
Friendly Societies), and in his form of Return for the past year he called 
attention to its requirements (see Appendix, No. 1). 

The Registrar has again to call attention to the effect of the repeal (by 18 
& 19 Viet. c. 67) of the Friendly Societies Acts which were made applicable to 
building societies, and the consequent confusion in working those societies 
under the Acts 10 Geo. 4, c. 56, and 4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 40, which, for all other pur- 
poses, have been long since repealed. 

Several complaints have been made to the Registrar, that societies certified 
in England or Scotland, but not in Ireland, have established Irish branches, and 
thereby led members of those branches to conclude that they had the protection 
in Ireland of the Friendly Societies Acts, and it seems to the Registrar that 
those branches are not entitled to the benefit of the Friendly Societies Acts 
until their rules have been certified in Ireland, and he has therefore declined to 
certify branches of those societies except as distinct and independent societies. 

The Registrar has received several complaints of misapplication of funds, 
but owing to defects in the law, pointed out by him in his former Reports, he 
has not been able to take any steps for punishing the guilty parties. 

A Bill having been introduced into the House of Lords, by the Earl of 
Lichfield, for the Amendment of the Friendly Societies Acts, the Registrar 
made some suggestions, with a view to have the Friendly Societies Acts made 
conformable to Irish statutes in certain respects, and it is a matter of much 
regret that legislation upon the subject has been again postponed. 

The Registrar has had several cases of illegal alterations of rules brought 
under his notice, and has required the printed rules in all such cases to be 
cancelled. 

The Registrar has frequently had to advise persons whose claims upon 
benefit societies have been altogether repudiated, or perhaps referred. to arbi- 
tration, the effect of which latter course has been to oblige the claimant to 
wait for 40 days (under 41st section of 18 & 19 Viet. c. 63) before he could 
ascertain whether or not the arbitrators would sit to hear the dispute, so as to 

enable 
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enable him to proceed at the quarter sessions court, the whole delay sometimes 
involving the loss of nearly five months before the final settlement of the claim ; 
and he has endeavoured to induce societies to adopt a rule giving members the 
option of proceeding to have their disputes settled by justices in lieu of arbi- 
trators, and lie considers that in all cases, whether the rules of a society provide 
that disputes shall be settled by arbitration, or not, that the claimants on the 
society shall be entitled to have their claims heard and decided by magistrates, 
if they so desire. 



The Registrar lias in Appendix No. 2 set out the names of all societies upon 
his books, specifying those from whom returns have been received, and the 
income and expenditure of each. 



Eclwd. I. Griffin , 

. . Registrar of Friendly Societies in Ireland. 

Friendly Societies Office, 

9, Upper Ormond Quay, Dublin, 

2/ July 1868. 
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